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The  following  extract  from  the  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Avon  Place  Home, 
gives  very  briefly  the  facts  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Home:  — 

"  On  the  30th  of  May,  1874,  Home  was  estab¬ 
lished  through  the  benevolence  of  Mr.  James  Hunting- 
ton,  who,  at  that  time,  was  able  to  carry  into  effect  a 
long-cherished  plan  by  which  the  comforts  of  a  Home 
could  be  furnished  to  destitute  children.  After  a  few 
months,  it  was  Mr.  Huntington’s  wish  to  give  up  the 
care  of  the  Home,  and  it  was  therefore,  in  November, 
1874,  established  as  a  Corporation,  under  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts. 

"The  following  persons  were  appointed  by  Mr.  Hun¬ 
tington  to  act  as  Trustees  :  Rev.  Dr.  A.  P.  Peabody, 
Rev.  D.  O.  Mears,  Mr.  B.  F.  Wyeth,  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Paine,  Mrs.  Prof.  Lovering,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Tyler,  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Henry  Thayer,  and  Miss 
I.  F.  Sanger  ;  and  they  received  from  him  a  deed  of  the 
estate  occupied  by  the  Home  on  Avon  Place,  valued, 
with  the  furniture,  at  about  $10,000.” 


v  * 


■ 


■ 


. 


9 


. 

' 


- 


" 


' 


.  4^,  v# 


■ 


... 


. 

' 

■ 


.  '-i 


■ 


' 

. 


■ 


■ 

■ 


*.  ’  . 


•  •  .■ 


.. 


r 

■  ■ 

■.**'- 

.  '  . 

. 

■ 


■ 


. 


l 


m  ■  '  ••  '  .  -- 

■  ,■  •  .  •  ■ 


'  .  ,  ’  . '  - 


: 


•  ■ 


REPORT 


From  May,  1876,  to  May,  1877. 


- +. - - 

The  Trustees  of  the  Avon  Home,  in  presenting 
their  Annual  Report,  feel  grateful  that  they  can 
record  a  year  of  health  and  prosperity;  and  that, 
owing  to  the  continued  kindness  and  generosity  of 
friends,  they  have  been  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
good  work  successfully. 

The  children  have  been  in  excellent  health,  sel¬ 
dom  needing  the  advice  of  a  physician. 

Dr.  Hildreth,  in  one  of  his  Reports,  says,  “  I  think 
you  are  especially  to  be  congratulated  that,  with  so 
many  children  and  so  few  rooms  to  keep  them  in, 
you  are  so  free  from  sickness.  I  believe  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  due  to  the  fact  that  the  matron  allows  a  gen¬ 
erous  supply  of  fresh  air,  and  that  the  house  is  in 
one  of  the  healthiest  parts  of  the  city.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  sixteen 
children  at  the  Home,  —  the  eldest  eleven  years,  the 
youngest  seven  weeks.  There  are  now  seventeen, 
—  the  oldest  thirteen  years,  the  youngest  eighteen 
months. 
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The  Trustees  gratefully  record  their  appreciation 
of  the  generosity  of  a  long-tried  friend  of  the 
Home,  who  has  during  the  past  year  given  three 
thousand  dollars,  thereby  leaving  it  entirely  free 
from  debt. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Trustees  are 
able  to  report  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  Home.  The  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars 
was  generously  contributed  by  the  Holly  Tree  Inn 
for  this  purpose. 

Thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  visiting  physi¬ 
cians,  Drs.  Hildreth,  Vaughan,  Nichols,  and  Gay, 
who  have  so  kindly  volunteered  their  services  for 
the  year. 

The  contributions  from  various  churches  and 
from  friends  have  been  very  liberal,  for  which  the 
Trustees  would  return  their  sincere  thanks,  and  to 
the  societies  who  have  sent  clothing  to  the  children. 
Also  to  those  who  have  sent  groceries,  fruit,  vege¬ 
tables,  &c.  All  these  have  been  most  abundantly 
furnished  during  the  past  year. 

They  would  mention  especially, — 

Christmas  gifts  from  Mrs.  Moring,  Mrs.  Beard,  and 
other  Cambridge  ladies. 

A  very  bountiful  Christmas  dinner  provided  by  Dr.  Hil¬ 
dreth. 

A  large  supply  of  flour,  potatoes,  rice,  and  sugar  from 
Mr.  James  Marsden,  Cambridgeport. 

A  donation  of  clothing  from  the  sewing-circle  connected 
with  Dr.  Briggs’s  church. 


THE  AVON  PLACE  HOME. 
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A  gift  of  money  sent  to  one  of  the  children  from  a  class 
in  Mr.  McKenzie’s  Sunday  school. 

Coal  from  Messrs.  Burnham  and  Wellington. 

A  box  of  soap  from  Mr.  Davis,  Cambridgeport. 

Milk  sent  daily  by  Mrs.  Mason. 

A  constant  supply  of  ice  from  Messrs.  Eames  and  Black. 
The  services  of  Hayes’s  express. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  same  interest  will  be 
felt  in  the  coming  years  as  in  the  past,  and  that  this 
blessed  charity  may  increase  and  prosper. 


BY-LAWS. 


- * - 

Article  I. 

Membership. 

The  number  of  Corporators  of  this  Corporation  shall 
be  limited  to  nine,  and  the  nine  persons  who  signed  the 
articles  of  association  shall  constitute  the  Corporation. 
Vacancies  shall  be  caused  by  death,  by  resignation,  and 
by  the  failing  to  attend  for  a  period  of  twelve  consecutive 
months  some  meeting  of  the  Corporation.  When  such 
failure  occurs,  the  Corporation  shall  by  vote  record  the 
fact,  and  declare  the  membership  vacant.  Vacancies 
shall  be  filled  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  remaining 
members.  This  article  of  the  by-laws  shall  not  be 
altered,  e^ept  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tors.  [At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1875,  the  number  of  Corporators  was  increased  from 
nine  to  thirteen.*] 

Article  II. 

Common  Seal. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  circular 
in  form,  with  the  year  of  its  creation,  and  the  words, 
“  Corporation  of  Avon  Place  Trustees,  1874,”  inscribed, 
and  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk. 

*  East  Cambridge  is  not  yet  represented  on  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
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Article  III. 

Officers  of  the  Corporation . 

The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  President, 
Treasurer,  and  Clerk,  to  be  chosen  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  at  the  annual  meeting,  or  at  some  adjournment 
thereof,  and  to  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  accept  office.  They  shall  sev¬ 
erally  perform  the  customary  duties  of  such  officers,  and 
the  President  and  Treasurer  shall  make  a  report  at  the 
annual  meeting.  The  Corporators  may,  from  time  to 
time,  appoint  committees  to  aid  in  the  convenient  trans¬ 
action  of  the  business  of  the  Corporation.  The  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  audited  as  often  at  least  as  once 
every  six  months. 


Article  IV. 

Meetings  of  the  Corporation . 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  held 
at  the  Avon  Place  Home,  on  the  last  Saturday  in  May 
at  such  hour  as  the  Corporators  may  decide.  Regular 
meetings  shall  be  held  every  month  at  some  convenient 
place,  and  special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  or  any  two  Corporators,  upon  two  days’  notice,  to 
be  given  by  the  Clerk.  A  majority  of  all  the  Corpora¬ 
tors  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  annual,  regular,  or 
special  meeting. 

Article  V. 

Amendments . 

Articles  II.,  IIP,  and  IV.  of  these  By-laws  may  be 
amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  Corporators  at 
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any  annual  meeting,  or  at  any  regular  meeting,  when  a 
notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  has  been  given  at  the 
previous  regular  meeting,  or  at  any  special  meeting,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  Corporators. 


Application  for  admission  of  children  to  the  Home 
must  be  made  to  one  of  the  Committee  on  Admission, 
consisting  of :  — 

Rev.  D.  O.  Mears . 26  Arlington  Street. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Paine . Sparks  Street. 

Mrs.  Fred.  Reed . Franklin  Street. 
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